
 

 

HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
 
Date: January 21, 2025   
Location: RHSHC/Beadle Conference Room 

 

Present: 
Chris VanDenover, Administration | Bob Cobbs, BOH | Leyton Bohr, BOH | Shannon Gebel, BOH | Pat Murray, BOH | Dr. 
Paul Jensen, BOH | Robin Schluter, CEO | Brady Norman, EP | Katie Rieks, CNO | Marshall Rogne, Sanitation | Kiane 
Smith, Oral Health | Ashley Havenstrite, Helping Services| Sheila Halweg, RN Howard-Winn | Karin Martin-Hiner, RN 
Howard-Winn | Sandy Chilson, CHS Administrator/Behavioral Health | Kerrie Rogne, CHS DON | Rick Busch, Howard Co 
Sheriff | Tim Ruroden, Cresco Chief of Police |  | Vicki Gassman, Visiting Nurse Assoc. | Amanda Josvanger, Visiting Nurse 
Assoc. | Lori Martin, Visiting Nurse Assoc. |  
 
 
 

 Discussion Motions/ Follow-up 

Call to Order Meeting was called to order at 8:00am   
Approve Board of 
Health Agenda 
 

Changes to Agenda:  
 

A motion to approve the 
agenda was made by Pat 
and seconded by Dr. 
Jensen, motion carried.   

Approve Minutes 
from Last Meeting 

Motion to approve the minutes from the January 21, 2025 meeting. A motion to approve the 
minutes was made by 
Pat and seconded by Dr. 
Jensen, motion carried.   

Swearing in of 
New Board of 
Health Members 

Bob Cobbs swore in Leyton Bohr and Shannon Gebel, new Board of Health 
Members 

 

Administrator's 
Report 

Robin reported; 
• (2) new Behavioral Health Employees hired 

Hannah Crocker, PMHNP, full-time virtual; starting in February 
Matt Homstad, LMHC, full-time; starting in March; specializes in 
Peds 

 
 

 

Emergency 
Preparedness 
Report 

Katie Rieks reported; 
• A lot of county and region activity involvement by Public Health 

and Emergency Preparedness this year.  Education and drilling on 
preparedness and recovery effort including available resources. 
 

 

Helping Services Ashley Havenstrite presented; 
Reviewed services, handout with departmental updates. 
Please see attached  

  

 
 
 
 

Visiting Nurses 
Association 

Vicki Gassman, Amanda Josvanger, and Lori Martin reported 
• Reviewed WIC. Hawk I, 1st Five –Healthy Mental Development 

Initiative.   
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 Discussion Motions/ Follow-up 
Handouts provided. 

 
 

Sanitarian Report Marshal Reported:                                                                                                                                                                           
MOTION  
          Permits;  
         9 well 
        26 septic                                                                                                                                                        
        20 water tests 
Private Well Grant:  Working on 2nd Qtr grant 
Starting pool, spa, and tattoo. 

• Attending IA Well Water Conference January 30 - 31 
         

 

Director's Report / 
Quality Report 

Kerrie Rogne reported 
Reviewed Director’s Report, grants, funds spent and activities for Months: 
Please see attached 
  
 
To Do/Motion’s 

Please see attached 

 
Motion to approve was 
made by Dr. Jensen and 
seconded by Pat, motion 
carried.   
                                                                                                                                                
 

Behavioral Health 
  
 

No Report  
 

 

Howard County 
Sheriff/Cresco 
Chief of Police 

Rick Busch, Ho Co Sheriff reported 
Sheriff Department is fighting the drug problem in the county 
Fentanyl is being sprinkled in marijuana 
 
Tim Ruroden, Cresco Chief of Police 
Canine Emmylou is helping out with drug searches 
There are fatal drug ODs in community 
 

 
 

Round Table Dr. Jensen reported 
Mission of Public Health: Healthy community decreases cost.  Preparation 
helps things go better. 
Influenza and COVID are ramping up again.   
 
Public Health funded by County.  Sandy has asked for a 3.5% increase.  This 
would raise the amount from $165,919.18 to $171,726.35.  Board approved 
to send the letter to Supervisors to approve. 
 

 

Date/Time of Next 
Meeting 

Tuesday March 21, 2025 at 8:00 am Beadle Conference Room at RHSHC  

Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 9:00 am.  
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